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portance. For, the promise not to tax goods without the
consent of the " commonalty '\ was later to be interpreted
as giving Parliament control over indirect taxation. This
ultimately would mean Parliamentary control of finance,
and also, since " he who pays the piper calls the tune ",
of government.
Thus the years 11305 and 125)7 saw the fulfilment of
Develop-what had been foreshadowed eighty-two years before; the
f year 1213 saw the first appearance of representatives of the
t Commons at a Great Council; 121)5 saw the principle estab-
lished as a model. Magna (Airta was sealed in 111 15: its
most important principles were reasserted and agreed to
in the most solemn way in the Confirmation of the Charters
of 1297. The struggle over the Charter bad lasted eighty
years; it had ended in the victory of the nation over the
king, and in the creation of a body whose ehief duty was
to watch over the Charter, namely Parliament, Yet it is
noteworthy that the victory was won, as it \vas in 121B, by
a rebellious gathering of barons. Parliament had not yet
the vigour to stand for itself. In extremity the old remedy
against misgovernment, an armed rising) was once more
used. But while the first monarch, John, only gave pro-
mises as a convenient way out of a temporary difficulty,
Edward's word coxdcl be trusted. His motto wan " Keep
troth ", and he took pride in maintaining it. Then, again,
the Confirmation of the Charters went much further than
Magna Carta. That had only forbidden the levy of illegal
scutages or aids, and in word at any rate Kdward had not
broken it. Taxing wool was not taking either scutage or
aid* Edward was within the letter of the law* But the barons
went by the spirit of it. They read the Charter as laying
down the restriction of all taxation (save the three regular
feudal aids) unless by the consent of the realm, and Edward,
by yielding, admitted that they were right in their view.
The end of the thirteenth century, then, *ww the making
of Parliament, the germ of a representative gmm&ig as-